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tions of life are strange to him, he has exhausted them all,
and the truth, thoughtfulness, grace and wit of his diction
are unapproachable," His comparisons between Lope and
Calderon are full of interest. "Galderon has the grand
manner, Lope depicts nature itself." "Schiller and Cal-
deron seem to be philosophic writers, but Goethe and Lope
are such in fact. The former give us philosophic discus-
sions, the latter give us the result."

Shakespeare's supremacy Grillparzer acknowledged in
many passages of remarkable critical insight, but his
greatness oppressed rather than stimulated him. "He
has spoiled us modern writers, every one of us," he re-
marked, "He gives us the impression of reality with, a
power which forces us to believe even in his improb-
abilities." In an analysis of "Macbeth," which he calls
"perhaps the greatest, certainly the truest work of Shake-
speare," he exclaims (at the age of twenty-six) almost
despairingly: "I am often angry with myself for not giv-
ing up the idea of ever writing again, after reading such, a
creation," Concerning Shakespeare's knowledge of human
nature he remarks: "Much has been said about the gift of
great poets to depict the most diverse passions and char-
acters foreign to their own nature, and there has been xmach
talk about observing and studying man, and of how Shake-
speare gathered material for his Macbeths and Othellos in
taverns and among sailors and cart drivers, and how, when
he had a bushelful of such impressions, he sat down and
made a play of it. 0 the wiseacres! Genius, in my
opinion, can give nothing but what it finds within itself,
and will never depict any passion or conviction that it
does not harbor within its own bosom. Hence it happensll, Britannia's children, all;
